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Welcome to our 6t annual Games and Interactive Salary and Satisfaction
Survey results.

Firstly, | want to thank everyone who took part in the survey this year.
We've seen the number of respondents grow exponentially year on year
and we really value the time and dedication you give to completing the
survey each time it comes around; we literally couldn't do it without you!

The biggest trend we've spotted this year is that work/life balance has
risen to be, almost exclusively, the most important factor for people in
their jobs. This is across almost all levels and continents! Knocking both
salary and exciting projects off the top spots from last year.

We've also dug a bit deeper this year, splitting the data out between
Eastern and Western Europe, which gives us much more accurate
averages across the two regions.

As ever, there is far too much juicy data to get in this report alone so we'll
be doing a monthly ‘Skillsearch Games Industry Guide To..." blog which
will focus on a particular area or topic. You can sign up to receive these
HERE!

Associate Dlrectf)r Finally we'd really appreciate your thoughts and feedback so please let us
Games & Interactive know what you think on Twitter, using # SkillsearchSurvey2020 to join the

conversation.
GFeskillsearch.com
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Average UK
Salary

'UNITED KINGDOM

OVERVIEW AND AVERAGE SALARIES

Director (>5)

Principal

£102,333

£66,143
Director (<=5) mmmsssssssssssssssssses £63,147
Lead/Manager mmmmmssssssssssssssen £55,582
Senior e £45,387
Mid-level s £32,429
Junior mmmmsssss £23,781
Graduate s £22 500

of people
have flexible
working

2020 - £43,564
2019 - £42,602
2018 - £38,535
2017 - £39,390

Average Time
Worked Remotely

Average Regional Salary

Scotland
£34,879 ‘ Salarg

are the 3 most important
aspects of ajob

e 6 o o o
o
TR 724
v London e ©o nq will be, or are
considering job
b £34.746 ﬂw hunting in 2020
South East

£42,098
READ ON to find out more about the UK

or click to visit ... EUROPE, GLOBAL, PROGRAMMERS, ARTISTS
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25z

North East

North West ‘/ £20 364

£33,486
Top Reasons

East Midlands to Change Job

£38,012

West Midlands
£36,125

Financial
remuneration

South West

£38.726 No longer

challenged
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UNITED KINGDOM SALARY DATA

Average Salary by Region and Seniority

£70,000
£60,000
£50,000
£40,000

£30,000

£20,000

£10,000 . .
£0

South West South East East Midlands London

mJunior mMid-level m Senior Lead /Manager/Principal

Average Salary by Platform Average Salary by Gender

£60,000
£50,000 Male £45101

£40,000

£30,000

£20,000
Female £36,635

£10,000

£0

Interactive MR Mobile  Console
Installations £0  £5000 £10,000 £15,000 £20,000 £25000 £30,000 £35000 £40,000 £45,000 £50,000

Average Salary by Seniority 2018 - 2020

£25,000 £35,000 £60,000 £60,000
£30,000
£20,000 £50,000 £50,000
£25,000
’ £40,000 £40,000
£15,000 £20,000
£30,000 £30,000
£10,000 £15,000
£10,000 £20,000 £20,000
£5,000 £5,000 £10,000 £10,000
£0 £0 £0 £0
2018 2019 2020 2018 2019 2020 2018 2019 2020 2018 2019 2020
Junior Mid-Level Senior Lead /Manager
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UNITED KINGDOM BENEFITS DATA I

Most Wanted Benefits Most Important Aspect of Work Most Important Aspect of Work by
Average Salary
Pension 79%
Monetary benefits 4%
Private health care 53% Flexible working 5% enetdry benetits
£50,000
Training S92% Company
culture 14% Work/life
Bonuses based on performance 447 balance 34%
£40,000
Extra holiday 42%
Share options 24% Salary 19%
Private dental care 22% £30,000
Company funded certifications 19% Exciting projects 23%
Conference Budgets 15% Most Important Aspect of Work by Seniority
: £20,000
Gym membership 13% Work/Life Balance
is the most important aspect of work
o across almost every level in 2020.
Annual Company Events 13% A big change from last year which was:
Office Games 8% . 2ma £10,000
Junior - Company culture
) . Mid Level - Work/Life Balance
Childcare vouchers 5% Senior - Work/Life Balance
Lead — Salary
Car allowance 3% Managerial - Exciting Projects
£0
Mobile Phone Allowance 3% Sqlq ry &9«‘5 (\5\@ o&\o@ 0@,@ \0000 6\&6
is the most important aspect to those @ \goe AR, © QQ‘
Merchandise - Free/Discounted 2% at Director level. A change from 2019 & 0_;\0\ @Qé‘ ‘_\\'i‘ &8
which was Exciting Projects @00 < S A
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UNITED KINGDOM

People Job Hunting in 2020

No 28%

Maybe 32%

Reasons for Turning Down a Job Offer in 2019

Yes 40%

Lead/Manager

Senior

Mid-level

Junior

0%

JOB CHANGE DATA

People Job Hunting in 2020 by Seniority

20%

Received multiple job offers | IEEEEEE—

Salary was not as high as expected
Wanted to stay and finish a project
Relocation issues - family related
Relocation issues - not family related
Payrise at current employer

Current employer was better fit

Promotion at current employer

© Skillsearch and www.skillsearch.com, 2020

0%

5%

10% 15%

20%

25%

40% 60% 80% 100%

mYes = Maybe mNo

Job Hunting in 2020 by Time at Current Company

100% .
80% . . I

60%

40%
- I I .
0%

<12 months 1-2uyrs 2-4yrs 4 -10yrs

mYes Maybe mNo



http://www.skillsearch.com/

€ Skillsearch®

'W. EUROPE OVERVIEW

AND AVERAGE SALARIES

Director (>5)

Average
Salary

44k

Average Time
Worked Remotely

of people are
offered flexible
working

€80,772

€62,507

€58,531
€49,908

€47,942

€33,662

€27,319

82% Average Senior Salary

Principal

Director (<=5)

Lead/Manager

Senior

Mid-level

Junior

will be, or are

considering job Portugal I € 29,809
hunting in 2020

31«

ltaly I e 31747

Spain I ©36.873 Top Reasons

to Change Job

Work/life balance
France I e44.721

Financial

¥ Company culture Sweden [ € 44,985 remuneration

are the 3 most important
aspects of a job

READ ON to find out more about the EU
or click to visit... GLOBAL, PROGRAMMERS, ARTISTS, UK
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Germany [ e 52.279

No longer
challenged
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WESTERN EUROPE SALARY DATA

Average Salary by Country and Seniority

€70,000
€60,000
€ 50,000
€ 40,000
€ 30,000
€ 20,000
€10,000 -
€0
Germany France Spain Nordics
mJunior mMid-level ®mSenior = Lead/Manager
Average Salary by Platform Average Salary by Gender
€ 47,655
€45197 € 44,854 €44,450 €43,009
€ 41,956 € 3014
Mobile Mixed Console Interactive Augmgnted Virtual €0 €10.000 € 20,000 €30,000 € 40,000 50,000
Reality Installations Reality Reality
Average Salary by Seniority 2018 - 2020
€35,000 €40,000 €60,000 €60,000
€30,000 €35,000 €50,000 €50,000
€25,000 €30,000
' €40,000 €40,000
20000 €25,000
15000 €20,000 €30,000 €30,000
' €15,000
10,000 1000 €20,000 €20,000
£5,000 £5,000 € 10,000 € 10,000
€0 €0 €0 €0
2018 2019 2020 2018 2019 2020 2018 2019 2020 2018 2019 2020

Junior Mid-Level Senior Lead /Manager
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WESTERN EUROPE BENEFITS DATA I

Most Wanted Benefits Most Important Aspect of Work Most Important Aspect of Work by
Average Salary

- o Monetary benefits
Training 36% Flexible working 2%

7% l‘
Extra holiday 30%

Work/life €45.000
balance 31%
€40,000
€ 35,000
Share options 21% €30.000
Company
culture 17%
Private dental care 12% Exciting
projects 28% €25,000
Conference Budgets 12%
o . € 20,000
Company funded certifications ~ 12% Two most important aspects of work
by country
Gym membership 10% €15,000
Annual Company Events 8% Work/Llfe Balance
and €10,000
Childcare vouchers 3%
Mobile Phone Allowance 3% are the top two most important aspects of work €5.000

Private health care 33%

o Salary
Bonuses 33% 15%

Pension 32%

across Europe to those working in Games and

Free/Discounted Merchandise 3% Interactive industries. €0
Germany France S o o © o o
- - . < N ; S
Office Games 3% 1 Worlf/.Lufe Ba_lance 1. Excmng Projects %&0 §9> 6\@0 QQ‘}‘ & o‘\é\
2. Exciting Projects 2. Work/Life Balance o0 QQ« q& N oY
S N
Car allowance 1% Spain Nordics OO@Q Q/+°\ &oo"’ \$o\"\ <<\?5‘.

1. Exciting Projects &
2. Work/Life Balance &
© Skillsearch and www.skillsearch.com, 2020
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WESTERN EUROPE

People Job Hunting in 2020

No
17%

Yes
42%

Maybe

40% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
m Yes
Reasons for Turning Down a Job Offer in 2019

Wanted to stay and finish a project - I 100%
90%
Salary was not as high as expected I 80%
Relocation issues - family reloted GGG 70%
60%
Current employer was better fit I ’
50%
Received multiple job offers [ 40%
Relocation issues - not family related |G 30%
20%
Promotion at current employer [N 10%
Payrise at current employer [N 0%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%
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JOB CHANGE DATA

People Job Hunting in 2020 by Seniority

50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Maybe mNo

Job Hunting in 2020 by Time at Current
Company

<12 months  1-2yrs 2-4uyrs 4 -10yrs

mYes Maybe mNo
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'E. EUROPE OVERVIEW

Average

Salary
AND AVERAGE SALARIES
of people are ' €3 O k
Lead/Manager €39,393 off:’r(;arcli( i1;lSX|ble
Senior €28,907
Mid-level €23,700 Average Time
Worked Remotely
e © o o o
Average Senior Salar
THMEM c0% ° ;
o o o o will be, or are Ukraine [ €20737

T w ﬂ w considering 27
job hunting in L/
2020 Belarus [ e21846 %

Czech Republic I ©25127

Top Reasons

_. ° to Change Job
€3 Work/Life Balance ussia g0 -
ST Financial

Remuneration

Company
Security

&% Salary Poland [ € 25,835

3 most important aspects of a job

Turkey [ T € 39,004

I READ ON or click to visit ... GLOBAL, PROGRAMMERS, ARTISTS, UK
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Average
Salary

'GLOBAL OVERVIEW

AND AVERAGE SALARIES

of people are offered Most Wanted
flexible working Benefits

Eastern Europe Bri : . iE
82% rivate
Health Care Training Pension
UK 78%
Western Europe

79%

9

will be, or are considering job

hunting in 2020

USA90% Canada 82% 3 most important aspects of a job are

Average Senior Salary &» Salary
Eastern Europe I £24,678

Western Europe £41,078

Average Time
Worked Remotely

UK

£45,268

Canada £54,071

United States £87,065

28y,

READ ON to find out more about Global salary data
I or click to visit ... PROGRAMMERS, ARTISTS, UK, EUROPE
© Skillsearch and www.skillsearch.com, 2020
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GLOBAL SALARY DATA I

Average Salary by Job Title

£50,000

£40,000

£30,000
£20,000
£10,000

£0

Game/Level Design Production Programming Art (inc Tech Art, Ul/UX Design etc)

[ |
Mid-Llevel

Lead/Manager

Average Location Salary by Platform Average Salary By Gender

United States Canada Western  Eastern Europe
mConsole mPC mMobile UroPe

£100,000
£90,000
£80,000
£70,000
£60,000
£50,000
£40,000
£30,000
£20,000
£10,000
£0

£0 £10,000 £20,000 £30,000 £40,000 £50,000

Average Salary by Country and Seniority

£80,000
£60,000

£40,000
. mlll ll. Il II
.

Eastern Europe Western Europe Canada United States
© Skillsearch and www.skillsearch.com, 2020 mJunior mMid-level mSenior  Lead/Manager
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' PROGRAMMER OVERVIEW

AND AVERAGE SALARIES, GLOBALLY

Director (company size >5)

Average
Salary

of programmers are
offered flexible

workin
77%ns

£81,359

£73,972

Principal (i.e. no team management)

Lead/Manager I £47,296
Senior I £46,733
Director (company size <=5) I £41,795

Mid-level T £34,306 .
e Most Wanted Benefits
Junior N £24,873

Graduate mm—— £23,000 O’) @ @

Average Salary Per Engine

awg

Average Time
Worked Remotely

Bonuses Training  Pensions & Extra
Holiday

29y

Average Salary by Continent

Asia £22,423
Eastern Europe £27,610
West E £37,361
£47,011 £41,022 £40,576 " ”r°S§
o £49,447
In House  Unreal Unity
Canada £50,943

£108,847 @
United States

READ ON to find out more about Programmers
or click to visit ... ARTISTS, UK, EUROPE, GLOBAL
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7 of programmers
will be, or are
considering job
hunting in 2020
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PROGRAMMER SALARY/ENGINE DATA

Average Salary by Platform

Console Mobile Virtual Reality Augmented Reality Mixed Reality

£80,000
£60,000

£40,000
£0
PC

m Mid-level mSenior = Lead/Manager

Average salary by seniority 2018 - 2020 7% Programmers Interested in Trying New Engine
In House Users Unreal Users Unity Users

£50,000

£45,000

£40,000

£35,000

£30,000 52% 29% 28%

£25,000

£20.000 Average Salary by Engine

£15,000 £80.000

£10,000 £60.000

£5,000 £40,000
- £20,000 I I l I I

Junior Mid-level Senior Lead /Managerial £0

2018 ®2019 m2020 Unreal Unity In House/Custom

m Mid-level mSenior = Lead/Manager
© Skillsearch and www.skillsearch.com, 2020
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PROGRAMMER

Most Wanted Benefits

BENEFITS & SATISFACTION DATA I

Most Important Aspect of Work by

Most Important Aspect of Work

Private health care 40% Flexible Working ,'I\f,}°"et°r9 benefits Average Salary
8% o
£50,000
% Work/life '
Bonuses based on performance 35% Co:ﬁor:g balanse 38%
uttu
° £45,000
Training 34% 14%
Pension 34% £40.000
Extra holiday 34% £35,000
Share options 24% Salary £30,000
Conference Budgets 15% £25000
Exciting projects '
Pri dental 12% 22%
rivate dental care 0 £20.000
Interested in Moving Disciplines
Company funded qualifications M% 9 P
£15,000
[ ] e 6 o6 o o o o
Annual Company Events 10%
Gym membership 9%
80% of programmers would not consider moving £5.000
Office Games 5% into a different area of the games industry but
o £0
Childcare vouchers 4% PI’OjeCt quqgement & S & @ 5
And .o&\o < 0‘}0 o"QsQ Q‘&a
Car allowance 3% P o 4\08-‘ \g{&“” \& &
roduction o N
¥ P N
Mobile Phone Allowance 3% . Q9 G S
were the top choices for those who would & &

consider a career change within S o
the games industry

© Skillsearch and wwwe.skillsearch.com, 2020
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A

Director (company size >5)
Principal (i.e. no team management)
Lead/Manager

Director (company size <=5)
Senior

Mid-level

Junior

Graduate

Environment

£40,810 £45,181
=
Technical
£4

Concept

£48,375

I © Skillsearch and www.skillsearch.com, 2020

RTISTS OVERVIEW

AND AVERAGE SALARIES, GLOBALLY

Eastern Europe £23,866
Character
Western Europe £32,359
UK £38,400
Canada £45,617

Average
Salary

39k

of artists are
offered flexible
working

£70,164

£50,914
s £50,883
. £47,747
s £43,600
Most Wanted Benefits

I £30,183
I £25,444

Average Time
Worked Remotely

I £22,157 O’)

Average Senior Salary

)

Private

healthcare Pension

Bonus

28y

Average Salary by Continent

84%

of artists will be, or

are consider job
hunting in 2020

9,560

to find out more about the Artists
or click to visit ... UK, EUROPE, GLOBAL, PROGRAMMERS

United States £85,187
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ARTISTS SALARY/SOFTWARE DATA

£80.000 Average Salary by Platform
£60,000
£40,000
£20,000 . . . l . I
£0
PC Console Mobile VR/AR/MR

m Mid-level m Senior Lead/Manager

Average Salary by Seniority 2017 - 2019 Average Salary by Software Experience Average Salary by Type of
£50.000 Artist
£50,000
£40,000 £50,000
£30,000
£40,000 £40.000
£20,000
£30,000 £10,000 £30,000
£0
3DS M M Both
£20,000 ox aya © £20,000
£50,000
£10,000 £40.000 £10,000
£30,000
&0 £20,000 £0
& & Q) ¢ ' RN S SN S
500\ /\,04 %eo\ QOQ &V‘ \'V“ Q}V‘ &_V‘
Re @0 £10,000 ) OQQ & (-\\o
N ob\ -«00 Ooo \(\0‘0 0&0
\¢ £0 <<§‘\ @) Al
2018 m 2019 m 2020 Substance Substance Painter Both
Designer m Mid-level m Senior

© Skillsearch and www.skillsearch.com, 2020
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ARTISTS

Most Wanted Benefits

Private health care
Pension

Training

Bonuses

Extra holiday

Private dental care
Share options
Conference budgets
Gym membership
Certifications

Annual company events
Office Games
Childcare vouchers
Free/discounted merchandise
Car allowance

Mobile phone allowance

© Skillsearch and www.skillsearch.com, 2020

44%

M%

37%

37%

29%

21%

16%

12%

12%

10%

10%

5%

5%

3%

2%

2%

BENEFITS & SATISFACTION DATA

Most Important Aspect of Work Most Important Aspect of Work by
Average Salary
. . Monetary benefits
Flexible worklnog 4% £60,000
7%
Work/life
Company balance 32%
culture
13% £50,000
Salary £40,000
13%
Exciting projects £30,000
31%
Interested in Moving Disciplines £20,000
e 6 o o o (¢
If they were offered a chance to move into
another area of Art, 55% of artists would
consider trying something new. £0
O O e s (\C’Q @
Out of the areas they could move to, most chose $o"‘> o \oé‘e & ‘0&0 &
2 > o} &2 O
© & & AN @QO
<
Character Art 5 &
&
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Platform Experience
60%

50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Company Size
35%
30%

25%

20%
15%
10%

5%
0%

- 10-49 50-99 100-249 250+
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N

35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%

5%

0

o

X

Career Level

m Male

m Female

m Non-Binary/Third Gender
Prefer not to say

) S
&P e, o OQ» // -7
> N & VAN

@\b T &S o«\ &

e>\ & @
O ,‘0 O\
\¢ S
Gender

EMOGRAPHICS

35.0%
30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%

5.0%

0.0%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

Location
I I [ |
\ @ Q O O L
Q& Q<& \e
¥ ¢ K
\$e <& eo

Time in the industry

Lessthan 1-2yrs 2-4yrs 4 -10yrs10+ years
Tyr
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TIONS?

As much as we'd have loved to,
we can't quite squeeze every
tiny piece of data collected into
the survey, so if you have any
burning questions or would like
to know more about a specific

areaq, piece of data, or sample Join the conversation

size please get in touch... #SkillsearchSurvey2020

Alice Zahra Marketing Manager @Skillsearch
AZe@Skillsearch.com

Also look out for our Skillsearch
Games Industry Guide To...
A monthly blog which will focus on
answering specific questions by
delving deeper into the survey data.

You can sign up for these here é Skillsearch®

Celebrating Ogaurs 1990-2020
lay be used, provided that full and clear
irection to the original content.
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